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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OP  OTTERY  ST.  MARY 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ottery  Saint  Mary  Urban  District  Council. 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  a  statement  of  the  Public  Health  of 
your  District  for  the  year  1956* 

Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births  ...  31  • 

Still  Births  ...  u. 

Boys  ...  18. 

Girls  ...  13* 

There  were  no  illegitimate  births. 

Deaths. 

In  our  own  district  (including  transferable 
to  other  districts  6)  48. 

Transferable  from  other  districts  11. 

Male  s  ...  24* 

Females  ...  24. 

Of  these  deaths: - 

1  had  reached  the  age  of  90  years  and  upward. 

14  had  reached  the  age  of  80  years  and  upward. 

12  had  reached  the  age  of  70  years  and  upward, 

10  had  reached  the  age  of  60  years  and  upward. 

7  had  reached  the  age  of  50  years  and  upward. 

Three  children  died  at  the  age  of  10  days,  9  months,  and  7  years 
respectively. 

There  were  seven  deaths  from  Cancer;  one  from  Tuberculosis;  and 
no  case  of  suicide. 

The  average  age  of  adult  death  was  about  72  years. 

Hospital. 

The  following  details  have  been  given  by  the  Ottery  Saint 
Mary  District  Cottage  Hospital,  viz:- 


Admissions 

238. 

Discharges 

211. 

Out  Patients 

376. 

Out  Patients  Attendance 

1,797. 

Operations 

69. 

Deaths 

9. 

Physiotherapy  Department.  During  the  year  25 6  patients 
attended,  and  2,884  treatments  were  given. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  open  every  Thursday  except 
during  holiday  periods.  During  this  year  it  was  open  2 6  times. 

On  the  Register  there  were  84  children  .  (Children  under  1 
48;  1-5  years  -  36 J.  The  attendances  were  as  follows,  viz:- 

Infants  (under  1  year)  31 5« 

Toddlers  (l-5  years)  341. 
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Prevalence  and  Treatment  of  Infee tious  Disea ses . 

I  received  the  following  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases 
during  the  year,  viz:- 


Measlcs  61 

Tuberculosis  3 

Polio-Myelitis  (N.P.) 
Scarlet  Fever  2 

Whooping  Gough  1 

Meningitis  2 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas  2 

Paratyphoid  ,fB" 

Typhoid  Murium  1 


I  have  received  no  records  of  Venereal  Diseases*  The  nearest 
Centre  for  treatment  is  at  Exeter,  and  presumably,  any  cases  that  occur 
in  this  district  go  to  Exeter  direct  for  treatment,  and  do  not  come 
under  r.iy  notice* 

National  Health  Servi.ce  Act  194-6. 

The  local  Medical  Practitioners  continue  to  work  well  with  the 

District  Nurses  in  the  area,  and  jointly  are  responsible  for  the  treatment 
and  welfare  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers.  Difficult  cases  are  still 
transferred  to  the  Specialist  services  at  the  Royal  Devon  &  Exeter 
Hospital,  and  in  emergencies  the  Specialists  continue  to  come  to  the 
district  to  visit  and  give  their  help.  Young  children  up  to  5  years 
of  age  have  the  services  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  and  are  visited 
by  the  Health  Visitor  when  necessary.  Cider  children  attending  school 
are  catered  for  by  the  School  Medical  Services. 

National  Assistance  Act  1948. 

Section  47*  No  action  has  been  necessary  under  this  section  during 
the  year. 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

There  have  been  no  outbreaks  during  the  year.  One  case  of  food 
poisoning  was  recorded  but  the  infection  occurred  whilst  the  person  was 
returning  to  this  country  from  a  holiday  abroad. 

Water  Supply. 

The  supply  of  main  water  to  the  Town  area  by  the  East  Devon 
Water  Board  from  the  G-reatwell  source  remained  satisfactory  and  constant 
during  the  year.  The  extension  of  the  main  to  Wiggaton  and  Tipton 
St.John  was  completed  and  connections  to  dwelling  houses  and-  farms  in  the 
area  of  supply  were  carried  out  as  steadily  as  available  labour  and 
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material  would  allow 


Further  extensions  of  the  mains  were  laid  to  serve  the  districts 
of  Alfington,  Fenny  Bridges,  G-osford  and  Fairmile,  This  supply  became 
available  to  consumers  during  the  middle  of  1957* 

Owing  to  the  abnormally  low  rainfall  during  the  latter  part  of 
1955  and  early  1956,  difficulty  was  experienced  in  maintaining  the 
supply  in  the  West  Hill  area  served  by  the  private  'Water  Supply  Company 
owned  by  Escot  Estate;  certain  emergency  measures  were  taken  to  augment 
the  supply,  but  it  is  apparent  that  it  will  have  to  be  supplemented  in 
the  near  future  if  a  serious  water  shortage  is  to  be  averted*  It  is 
understood  that  a  scheme  is  now  being  considered  by  the  East  Devon 
Water  Board  to  improve  the  supply  in  this  area. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

Of  the  17  samples  of  water  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination 
of  the  Main  Y/ater  Supply  from  the  East  Devon  Y/at er  Board,  13  were 
reported  as  being  of  Class  I  quality,  2  of  Class  II  quality,  and  of  the 
two  unsatisfactory  samples  reported  counts  of  4  and  5  were  recorded. 

Considering  the  amount  of  new  work  being  carried  out  to  the  new 
borehole,  and  to  the  extensive  repair  work  to  existing  mains,  the  above 
results  are  very  encouraging,  and  reflect  great  credit  on  the  personnel 
of  the  Water  Undertaking,  who  have  obviously  taken  great  care  to  ensure 
that  the  main  water  supply  Ins  been  kept  pure  and  wholesome. 

Samples  were  taken  of  water  from  1 6  private  wells,  and  of  the  4 
saraples  which  were  reported  as  being  unsatisfactory  only  one  was 
considered  unfit  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes  after  remedial 
measures  had  been  taken  by  the  respective  owners.  In  this  instance  inain 
■vnter  will  be  available  in  the  near  future,  and  the  owner  concerned  has 
given  the  necessary  undertaking  to  connect  to  the  mains  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Sewerage. 

Y/ork  on  the  reconstruction  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  to 
accommodate  the  Town  Area  began  in  April  1956,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  work  \/ill  be  completed  within  18  months  from  that  date.  Meanwhile  it 
will  be  necessary  to  maintain  the  existing  pipe  line  through  the  works. 
The  new  works  have  been  needed  for  some  considerable  time  nor/,  as  there 


**3~ 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://archive.org/details/b29941 1 06 


is  no  doubt  that  the  sewage  effluent  discharging  into  the  river  via  the 


mill  leat  has  been  the  cause  of  anxiety  for  several  years*  A  scheme 
has  been  prepared  for  the  laying  of  a  sewer  from  The  King1 s  School  to  the 
new  works,  and  the  County  Education  Committee  have  given  their  approval 
to  the  proposal.  This  work  is  considered  urgent,  and  arrangements  are 
being  made  to  carry  it  out  during  the  reconstruction  of  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  now  in  progress* 

Detailed  plans  of  a ‘sewage  scheme  for  the  village  of  Tipton  St.John 
are  now  well  advanced.  Existing  conditions  make  it  imperative  that  these 
proposed  works  should  be  begun  as  soon  as  possible. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

A  slight  improvement  in  the  collection  of  household  refuse  was 
carried  out  during  the  year,  a  fortnightly  collection  in  the  country  areas 
being  substituted  for  a  collection  twice  per  calendar  month*  The  weekly 
collection  in  the  town  area  was  satisfactorily  maintained  during  the  year, 
and  by  and  large,  this  servj.ee  appears  to  be  adequate  to  meet  the  needs  of 
this  district.  Refuse  Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  at  a  site  on  the 
Chine way  Road. 

Inspection  of  Factories  and  Workshops 

Factories  Acts  1937  and  1948. 


Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2,3* 

4  and  6  are  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

Factories  not  included  in  above 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority. 

Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  Local  Authority 
Building  Sites  &c. 

Totals 

Defects  found  and  remedied; - 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
Unsuitable  or  Defective  Sanitary  Conveniences 

Total 


No.  on 

No.  of 

o 

• 

o 

Ms 

Register. 

Inspections* 

Notices 

27 

83 

1 

14 

66 

2 

8 

-JL2 

1 

42 

181 

Jt 

3 


Housing 

Number  of  New  Dwellings  erected: - 

By  Local  Authority  11 

By  Other  Bodies  or  Persons  _J9 

Total  20 
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Food  &  Drugs  Act  1 938  -  1 955 • 

Moat  Inspection* 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned 

in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle. 

Cows. 

Sheep 

and 

Calves.  Lambs* 

Pigs, 

Numbered  killed* 

311 

8 

140 

705 

772 

Number  inspected* 

303 

8 

138 

684 

760 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci* 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  of  organ  was 
condemned. 

65 

3 

1 

78 

44 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci* 

21  .2$ 

37 

*72$ 

-1 1  .kfc 

5.9, 

Tuberculosis  only* 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

^ m 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  of  organ  was 
condemned* 

mm  mm 

12 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis. 

1.3 

Cysticercosis. 


N  I  L. 


C  ondemna ti on s ; - 


Beef  (including  Offal), 

Veal* 

Mutton  &  Lamb . 

Pork* 

Tinned  Meats 

Miscellaneous  (tinned  fruits  &c) . 


744  lbs#  weight* 
10 
208 
368 

*-2 


Total  1,367  lbs* 


SI aughterhou  se  s  * 

Three  licensed  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  continue  to  carry 
out  the  slaughter  of  animals  for  human  consumption,  and  the  100^  inspection 
of  all  animals  slaughtered  is  carried  out  except  when  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  is  away  on  annual  leave* 

Periodic  visits  are  made  to  Butchers1  shops,  Bakehouses,  Hotels, 
Cafes  and  other  food  preparing  establishments.  The  general  standard  of 
hygiene  in  these  premises  is  considered  satisfactory.  Improvement  in 

hygiene  of  the  personnel  has  been  noted  during  the  year* 

I  am,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(signed)  R.  R*  TRAILL* 

Medical  Officer  of  Health* 
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